
 
 

 

 

Welcome to Spark, the Tribe Parasha activity sheet that will help you bring Judaism 

to life in a varied and exciting way. I’d like these activities to enthuse the children and 

show them how the Torah given almost 3500 years ago is still as relevant and as 

exciting in our lives today. 

Thank you for offering to run a Children’s Service, for all the hard work  you put into it 

and for making a real difference to so many young people. The US is very proud of 

the numerous Children’s Services that are run every week across the UK and this 

would not happen without you. 

 

Spark gives you an overview of the weekly Parasha, songs, an activity, discussion 

questions or D’var Torah linked to the Parasha or important event that week. Every 

Children’s Service will be different, in terms of how many participants there are, their 

age range, its length and the varying abilities of the children. Please read through the 

document and find the activities that will best suit the needs of your group. It is 

advisable to read it before Shabbat in case there is some preparation that may be 

needed in advance. 

 

I am sure the children at your shul will benefit from Spark. Please be in touch if you 

have any queries, feedback or if we can be of any help. Thank you again for the work 

you do in enabling so many young Jews to access their heritage and traditions in such 

an exciting way. 

 

All it takes is a small spark of interest, to ignite a flame of passion for  

Judaism. 

 

With kindest regards, 

 

Rabbi Nicky (Goldmeier) 

Spark Editor and Education Consultant 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Vayakhel and Pekudei – ‘The Parashot in a Nutshell’: 

 

This week, a special portion is read from a 

second Sefer Torah (Torah Scroll). It is called 

‘Parashat Hachodesh’ (The Portion of the 

new month) and appears in Parashat Bo 

(The Torah Portion of Bo in the 2nd book of 

the Torah, Shemot). 

 

Shabbat Hachodesh, on which this special 

portion is read, falls on or before the first of Nissan (the first of the Jewish months). We 

read the section of Hachodesh (Exodus 12:1–20), which relates God’s words to Moshe 

(Moses) in Egypt two weeks before the Exodus, instructing the Jewish people to set the 

Jewish calendar by the new moon each month and set the month of Nissan as the ‘Rosh 

Chadashim’ (‘Head of the months). God also instructs the Jewish people to bring the 

Passover offering, to eat it with matzah and bitter herbs, and to abstain from Chametz 

(leaven) for seven days. 

 

The first Parasha (Weekly Torah Portion) starts with Moshe (Moses) gathering the 

Jewish people and transmitting the details of God’s commands relating to the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle) and its contents. But first, God emphasised the holiness of Shabbat on 

which no work in preparation for the Mishkan (Tabernacle) was done. 

 

The Children of Israel donated most generously, the women who had the skills to do so, 

spun the linen and other materials and the princes of the 12 tribes offered precious 

stones for the Kohen Gadol’s breastplate as well as oils and spices for the incense. 

 

Moshe (Moses) made special mention of the fact that God had chosen Betzalel of the 

tribe of Yehudah (Judah), to supervise the detailed construction of the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle). He was helped by another talented individual named Oholiab from the 

tribe of Dan. 

 

The donations and gifts became so plentiful, that the Jewish people were told not to 

donate any more. 

 

The Parasha (Weekly Torah Portion) of Pekudei begins with the total cost of the 

Mishkan’s (Tabernacle’s) construction being added up. The work was then inspected by 

Moshe (Moses) who blessed the people for their outstanding achievements in helping to 

create the magnificent Mishkan (Tabernacle). 

 

On the first day of the month of Nissan, the Mishkan (Tabernacle) was set up and its 

contents were arranged in the prescribed order. 

 

 

 

https://www.chabad.org/9873#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/39695/jewish/Riding-with-the-Moon.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1209/jewish/The-Lunar-Files.htm
https://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=42001
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1764/jewish/Four-Boxes-of-Matzah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/2855/jewish/The-Vegetarian-Era.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/1601/jewish/Getting-Rid-of-Chametz-Step-by-Step.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+vayakhel+pekudei&id=9ACD5606891E6DDAC43FBB3B5F0795A0B3080DD7&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

 

A cloud filled with God’s glory covered the Mishkan (Tabernacle) and whenever the 

cloud moved, it signalled God’s desire that the Jewish people continue their journey 

through the Midbar (Wilderness). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                                                                   

                                                             

                                                                       

 

 Parasha Overview – In a Little More Detail 

 

 On the day after Moshe (Moses) came down from 

Mount Sinai with the second set of Luchot (Tablets of 

stones), he gathered all the Jewish people together. 

He announced to the Jewish people that God wanted 

a Mishkan (Tabernacle) to be built. But before going in 

to details about the Mishkan (Tabernacle), he 

reminded the Jewish people about the importance of 

Shabbat. Then the Torah continues with a description 

of the materials needed to construct the Mishkan (Tabernacle), and a list of the 

vessels and garments of the Cohanim (Priestly garments) which were to be made. 

Both men and women donated the required materials most generously. 

 Moshe (Moses) announced that God had chosen Betzalel of the tribe of Judah and 

Oholiab of the tribe of Dan to serve as the project-managers in the Mishkan’s 

(Tabernacle’s) construction and he passed on to them all the materials which had 

been donated.  

 The craftsmen and women started to work hard in creating the tapestries which 

covered the Mishkan (Tabernacle), the wall panels and their sockets, the curtains 

which covered the entrance of the Sanctuary and which separated the Kodesh 

Kodashim (Holy of Holies) from the rest of the sanctuary, the Ark and the Table for 

the Showbread. 

 The Torah then describes the Menorah (candelabra) and the Golden Altar, upon 

which incense was offered, the anointing oil (used to anoint the Cohen Gadol and 

kings) and the incense. 

 A description of the Mishkan’s (Tabernacle's) construction continues with a 

description of the Outer Altar, used for offerings, the copper wash basin in which the 

Cohanim (Priests) would wash their feet, the curtains which surrounded the 

courtyard of the Mishkan (Tabernacle), and the beams and hooks which held them in 

place.  

 An exact account was taken of the amounts of gold, silver, copper, vessels and 

building materials used in the Mishkan’s (Tabernacle’s) construction, so as to 

ascertain how much had been donated. 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+vayakhel+pekudei&id=063013E183B753A365FA0389A2B8F90340276E65&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

 The Parasha (Weekly Torah Portion) of Pekudei continues to describe the Cohen 

Gadol’s (High Priest's) Ephod (Apron) and its shoulder straps, which included 

precious stones. The High Priest's Choshen (Breastplate) and its prized stones are 

described. It contained four rows of precious stones, each row containing three 

stones and upon each stone was engraved the names of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 

The Choshen (Breastplate) was then secured by straps which connected it to the 

Ephod (Apron). 

 The other garments of the High Priest are described, including the  Me’il (blue robe 

with golden bells and cloth pomegranates), the Tzitz (the gold head-band) and the 

four garments worn by both the Cohen Gadol (High Priest) as well as the other 

Priests: Tunics, Turbans, Sashes and Trousers. The construction of the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle) was completed and the craftspeople brought their finished products to 

Moshe (Moses), who saw that all the work had been done exactly according to God’s 

instructions, giving a blessing to all the workers. 

 God commanded Moshe (Moses) to set up the Mishkan (Tabernacle) on the first of 

the month of Nissan. God also instructed Moshe (Moses) to anoint all the items of 

the Mishkan (Tabernacle) with the anointing oil. 

 Moshe (Moses) was then told to dress Aharon (Aaron) and his sons in the Priestly 

clothes and anoint them as well. When Moshe (Moses) finished this task, a Cloud of 

Glory and the Divine Presence filled the Mishkan (Tabernacle). This cloud of glory 

travelled with the Jewish people during their journey through the Midbar 

(Wilderness). 



 
 

 

Children’s Service: Tot’s – Year 3                

Activity  (You could play this game with children of all 

ages) 

‘Can You Guess What I Am? ’ 

 

This game will reinforce the children’s knowledge of the different artefacts of the 

Mishkan (Tabernacle) and the clothes of the Cohanim, described in this week’s Parasha 

(Weekly Torah Portion). 

Divide the children in to 2 teams and using the descriptions below, ask each team which 

item of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) or item of the Cohen’s (Priest’s) clothes they think you 

are describing. At the end of the Spark there are images of these items. Show these to the 

children first, by passing them around and ask the children to picture some of the main 

features. For example; the Ark had 2 Cheruvim (Angel-like figures) on its lid or the 

Menorah had seven branches. If the team guess the item correctly, they get to keep the 

picture. The team with the most pictures at the end of the game wins. 

Cohen’s Turban – I was worn on the head of all the Priests whilst they were serving in the 

Mishkan (Tabernacle). What am I? 

Ark (Aron Hakodesh) – I am made of wood and gold and I have 2 angels sitting on me. 

What am I? 

Copper Altar – I am made of wood and covered in copper. When the Jewish people give 

an offering to God, they place it on top of me. What am I? 

Tzitz (Headband worn by High Priest) – I was gold and I was worn on the High Priest’s 

head. The words ‘Kodesh Lashem’ – ‘Holy to God’ were written on me. What am I? 

Menorah (Candelabra) – I had 7 branches and was lit every day by the Cohen Gadol (High 

Priest). What am I? 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+guessing+game&id=43D3DC68FD95F7BC1709A56E2D325BB5E3880DD5&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

Choshen (Breastplate) – I was worn on the High Priest’s chest and I had 12 precious 

stones placed on me. On each one, was written the name of a tribe of Israel. What am I? 

Golden Altar – I was gold and sweet-smelling spices were burned on me. What am I? 

Me’il (Tunic with bells and Pomegranates at the bottom) – I was worn like a coat and I 

had bells and Pomegranates hanging from me. What am I? 

Washbasin (Kiyor) – I was used for washing the hands and feet of the Cohanim (Priests) 

before they carried out their duties in the Mishkan (Tabernacle). What am I? 

Pillars – I was used to construct the walls of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) and there were a 

number of me. What am I? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

A Poem about Using Talents wisely         

 

Gifts and Talents 

God fashioned all your parts 

before you were even born. 

He wants you as you are; 

for His purpose you were formed. 

He made you in His likeness, 

unlike the beasts and creatures. 

He’s given you gifts and talents; 

you are special in your features. 

So discover all your talents; 

work hard, try lots of things. 

Watch for what you’re good at; 

these are the gifts God brings. 

It may be violin, guitar, 

singing or in art, 

writing stories, maths, 

history, good at facts; 

determined, a leader, kind, 

thinker, user of your mind, 

organiser, helper, 

encourager of others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or is it sport, a ball or bat, 

God has made you strong and good at? 

Whatever kind of hat, 

develop fully that. 

But He gave you gifts to honour Him, 

not puff you up or think you’re smart. 

Nor should you covet someone else’s gifts 

and hide your own: this hurts your heart. 

To do your best is how He wants you. 

This is the way to be fulfilled. 

Do not complain you would be different; 

this robs of joy and twists your skills. 

God made you very special. 

Thank Him for how you are. 

Ask Him to use you to bless others 

and you will shine just like a star. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+talents&id=9BD75A586EA18574287BC89CB4D9451A73AD7F5C&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

 

Children’s Service: Years 3- 6       

Activity – ‘Mishkan Memory!’  
 

For this game you can use the same images at the end of this week’s Spark. Ask the children 

to sit in a circle and standing in the middle, show the children the pictures of the things which 

were either used in the Mishkan (Tabernacle) by the Cohanim (Priests) or worn by the Cohen 

Gadol (High Priest) or regular Cohanim (Priests) whilst doing their duties in the Mishkan. 

As you show them to the children, place them in the middle of the circle. Then choose 2 

children to close their eyes. Take an image away then ask the children to open their eyes and 

guess which image is missing. 

An additional challenge if the children work out the missing card, is to ask them what it was 

used for (if it’s an object) or how it was worn (if it’s an item of clothing. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+memory+game&id=A0021E685214BC249ED8FA3B2276D0A4F7FF229C&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

Quiz Time  

‘One Hand in the Air for ‘True’ and Two Hands in the Air for ‘False’ 

Here is another quiz, but once again, instead of asking individual children a question, all the 

children can take part at the same time. Simply ask the children to raise 1 hand if they think your 

statement is true and 2 hands if they think your statement is false. The correct answer has been 

highlighted. 

  

 

 

 

1. We read 2 Parashot (Torah Portions) this week? True or False? 

2. The Choshen (Breastplate) had 10 precious stones on it, to represent the 10 

Commandments. True or False? 12, to represent the Tribes of Israel 

3. The head band worn by the Cohen Gadol (High Priest) was silver. True or False? Gold 

4. The Golden Altar was used for offering incense to God. True or False? 

5. The Menorah (Candelabra) had 9 branches. True or False? 7 

6. This week is a special Shabbat called ‘Hachodesh’. True or False? 

7. The month of Nissan is the first of the Jewish months. True or False? 

8. The Cohen Gadol (High Priest) wore a tunic called a Choshen. True or False? Me’il 

9. The work of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) was done every day, including Shabbat. True or 

False? It was not done on Shabbat 

10.  Betzalel and Oholiab were the project managers for the building of the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle). True or False? 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+quiz+time&id=B877F7F3015EC5D47335DFE4282AC4D0B11ABD25&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

 
 

What do Dan and Dina Teach us this Week 

 
In this week’s Tribe Scribe, you’ll find another great lesson that we can learn from the Parashot 

(Weekly Torah Portions) of Vayakhel and Pekudei. 

‘Just the Job’ 

Give the children copies of the Tribe Scribe and read the story with the children, pointing out 

the captions and the illustrations. 

In this week’s Tribe Scribe Dan and Dina tell us about how different animals use their unique 

talents in the right place and at the right time. Betzalel and Oholiab were the master craftsmen 

responsible for the project of constructing the Mishkan (Tabernacle). They were both in the right 

place at the right time, putting their unique talents to good use. Dan reminds us that we all have 

unique talents. We just have to recognise what they are and make the most of them. 

 

 

1. Which animals do Dan and Dina choose to highlight? 

2. Why do Dan and Dina choose these particular animals? 

3. What lesson can we learn from the way these animals behave? 

4. We are reminded that everyone in this world has a unique quality or talent. What’s your 
quality or talent? 

5. How can you use your unique qualities/talents to help other people? 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 
What does this Story Teach us?  

The Talmud (Oral Law) teaches us that the women 
were the first people given the opportunity to 
contribute to the Mishkan (Tabernacle). This was 
their reward for refusing to donate their Jewellery 
for the forming of the Golden Calf. This story is 
about a Rabbi who refused to contribute his 
valuable possessions for an unworthy cause and 
the reward he received for his actions. 

Almost one thousand years ago, there lived a very poor but very holy rabbi called 

Yitzchak who found a most precious and rare diamond. "Now, I will never be poor 

again," he thought to himself, as he carefully examined the diamond.  

The next day, Rabbi Yitzchak went to sell the precious stone to the local jeweller, but 

the jeweller did not have enough money to pay for such a large diamond and 

suggested the local bishop should buy it.  

Now the bishop had been looking for such a diamond for he wanted to put it on his 

favourite statue which he kissed and bowed to every day and Rabbi Yitzchak knew 

that God should be the only One people should bow to.  

The bishop heard about the diamond and offered a huge amount of money for it. 

When Rabbi Yitzchak heard the reason for the bishop wanting the precious stone, he 

refused to sell it to him. He knew, however, that if he did not sell the stone, it would 

be taken from him forcibly, and so he threw it into the sea, knowing that he would 

never be able to make use of it, but neither would the bishop. 

 A while later, the holy Rabbi had a dream and in his dream he heard a heavenly voice 

saying, "For this great sacrifice you will be blessed with a son that will outshine all the 

precious stones in the world, and the light of his Torah will shine forever." The 

following year a son was born to him, and he called him Solomon, saying, ‘may God 

grant him wisdom like the wisdom of King Solomon.’ Rabbi Solomon became the most 

famous commentator on the Torah and thousands of Jewish people study his writings 

right up until today. We call Rabbi Solomon Rashi for short, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki 

1. Why did the Jeweller not buy the diamond from Rabbi Yitzchak? 

2. Who did the Jeweller suggest would buy the diamond? 

3. For what did the bishop want to use the diamond? 

4. Why did Rabbi Yitzchak not want to sell it to him? 

5. What did Rabbi Yitzchak do with the diamond? 

6. If you were Rabbi Yitzchak, living at that time (a thousand years ago), what 
would you have done with the diamond. 

7. How does this story relate to this week’s Parashot (Weekly Torah Portions). 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+rashi+commentator&id=64E4C8A310F6145A9DA1958C6790861E018937FC&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 

 

 

 

 

Song – The link has been included for you to watch before Shabbat and if you so wish, to teach the 

children this song. 

 

Vayakhel Song 

 

https://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/549395/jewish/Vayakhel.htm 

B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel) gathered and they heard 
Moshe (Moses) told them Hashem’s (God’s) word 

In six days all work you must do 
Shabbat is special for every Jew 

 
Even work for the Mishkan (Tabernacle) 

On Shabbas kodesh (holy Shabbat) must not be done 
This job was done by Betzalel 

Gifts were brought by B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel) 
 

They brought more than was needed 
For the Mishkan (Tabernacle) to be completed 

It’s purpose was fulfilled 
Now it was as Hashem (God) willed 

 
When on the Mishkan (Tabernacle) the cloud appeared 

The people knew Hashem (God) was near 
When the cloud lifted they could see 

They should continue on their journey

https://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/549395/jewish/Vayakhel.htm


 
 

 

 

Cohen’s (Priest’s) Turban     Ark (Aron Hakodesh) 

 

 

Copper Altar      Tzitz (Headband worn by High Priest) 

 

  

Menorah (Candelabra) 

Choshen (Breastplate) 

https://www.dreamstime.com/model-tabernacle-tent-meeting-timna-park-negev-desert-ark-covenant-cherubs-model-tabernacle-tent-meeting-image135494631
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+high+priests+turban&id=15EE1FBDF7E90CB9F119ED77C487544380071AC5&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.depanelmaster.com/Mishkan/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Alter2.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+kohen+gadol+tzitz&id=C2194CB96C454BF82C91F68AE19D7A23B9572980&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.depanelmaster.com/Mishkan/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Minorah.jpg
http://www.depanelmaster.com/Mishkan/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Cohen-Gadol.jpg


 
 

 

Me’il (with bells and pomegranates) 

 

Golden Altar 

Washbasin (Kiyor) 

 

Pillars and Sockets 

 

http://www.depanelmaster.com/Mishkan/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Insence-Altar.jpg
http://www.depanelmaster.com/Mishkan/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Cohen-Gadol2.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+kiyor&id=D014841A7499D4003C34D7BE1558ADDDF92ADBFB&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+the+mishkan+sockets&id=35258993ACD91C9B9A811C9A61CF459F3240A3F1&FORM=IQFRBA

