
 

Welcome to Spark, the Tribe Parasha activity sheet that will help you bring 
Judaism to life in a varied and exciting way. I’d like these activities to enthuse 
the children and show them how the Torah given almost 3500 years ago is still 
as relevant and as exciting in our lives today. 

 
Thank you for offering to run a Children’s Service, for all the hard work  you put 
into it and for making a real difference to so many young people. The US is 
very proud of the numerous Children’s Services that are run every week across 
the UK and this would not happen without you. 

 
Spark gives you an overview of the weekly Parasha, songs, an activity, 
discussion questions or D’var Torah linked to the Parasha or important event 
that week. Every Children’s Service will be different, in terms of how many 
participants there are, their age range, its length and the varying abilities of 
the children. Please read through the document and find the activities that will 
best suit the needs of your group. It is advisable to read it before Shabbat in 
case there is some preparation that may be needed in advance. 

 
I am sure the children at your shul will benefit from Spark. Please be in touch if 
you have any queries, feedback or if we can be of any help. Thank you again 
for the work you do in enabling so many young Jews to access their heritage 
and traditions in such an exciting way. 
 
All it takes is a small spark of interest, to ignite a flame of passion for Judaism. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
Rabbi Nicky (Goldmeier) 
Spark Editor and Education Consultant 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Balak – 2019/5779 

 

Parasha Summary: 

 

This week’s Parasha (Torah portion) begins with 
Balak, the king of Moav (Moab) seeing with 
absolute dismay, the victory of the B’nei Yisrael 
(Children of Israel) over the nation of Emori (The 
Emorites). Balak became so afraid at what the B’nei 
Yisrael (Children of Israel) might do to him and his 
nation, that he made an alliance with his former 
arch enemy Midian (Midianites). Balak sent 
messengers to Bilam ben B’or (Bilam the son of 
B’or), a well-known sorcerer and prophet, to curse 
the B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel). Bilam asked the 
delegation Balak had sent, to stay overnight while he consulted with God and during his divine 
consultation, Bilam was warned not to go with Balak’s men to curse the Jewish people. However, 
Balak would not give up and sent another, more prestigious delegation to Bilam in Midian, 
offering him great honours and riches if he would cooperate. Bilam, motivated by greed, consulted 
God and this time was told he could go, but only if he spoke words as directed by God. He got his 
donkey ready and set off, but during the journey a fiery angel appeared in front of Bilam, which 
only the donkey could see. As the angel was obstructing the path, it caused the donkey to stray off 
the road and Bilam proceeded to hit  it several times. The donkey suddenly spoke, protesting at 
this undeserved cruelty from its master! Bilam eventually saw the angel himself and he was told 
that while his intentions were wrong, he should continue on his trip and say only what God 
commanded him to say. 

 

Bilam went to the mountainside overlooking the valley in which the B’nei Yisrael (Children of 
Israel) were camped and instead of cursing them, he uttered blessing after blessing, the most 
famous of which is the first line of the ‘Ma Tovu’ prayer we say each morning at the very 
beginning of the Shacharit Tefillah (morning prayer). Bilam declared ‘Ma Tovu Ohalecha Yaacov 
Mishk’notecha Yisrael’, ‘How good are your tents Jacob, your dwelling places Israel’. Each time 
Balak got angry and each time he tried to move Bilam to a different vantage point, but a blessing 
always came out of Bilam’s mouth. 

Seeing that this tactic just wasn’t working, Bilam asked the people of Moav to entice the B’nei 
Yisrael (Children of Israel) with idols and other sinful activities which resulted in a large number of 
Israelites being seduced and punished by God for their wrongdoing.   

 

 

 The Parasha begins with Balak, the king of Moav (Moab) seeing that the B’nei Yisrael 
(Children of Israel) defeated the nation of Emori (Emorites) and this made Balak very 
scared that the B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel) would turn on him and his nation! 

 Balak decided to take preventative action and sent a delegation of advisors to the 
nation of Midian, to seek help from one of their leading prophets, Bilam. 

 The famous 11th Century French commentator Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki) teaches 
us that the two nations of Moav (Moab) and Midian were arch enemies, but to try and 
defeat the B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel) they were very happy to make peace and join 
forces. 

 The Midianite prophet Bilam listened to the Moabite advisors sent by Balak and told 
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them he would have to get the ‘go ahead’ from God. The first time the answer from God 
was negative, but upon sending a second delegation, the answer from God was that 
Bilam could go, but only say the words as instructed by God Himself. 

 Balak met Bilam at the border of the Arnon River and brought him to a nearby city for a 
magnificent feast in his honour. 

 The next day Bilam was taken to a nearby hill overlooking the camp of the B’nei Yisrael 
(Children of Israel) where he delivered his first blessing to the B’nei Yisrael (Children of 
Israel), saying ‘Behold, it is a people that lives apart and not included among other 
nations’.  

 Balak was angered by this and took Bilam to another vantage point to see if he would 
curse the B’nei Yisarel (Children of Israel) from another place. But once again blessings 
came out of his mouth and he said of the B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel), ‘How good 
are your tents Jacob, your dwelling places Israel.’ 

 Balak despaired of Bilam and before departing, Bilam foretold the sovereignty of Israel 
and the doom of Moav (Moab), Edom and Amalek and other enemies of the B’nei 
Yisrael (Children of Israel) 

 The B’nei Yisrael (Children of Israel) then camped at a place called Shittim where they 
were persuaded to worship the idols of Ba’al and participate in other sinful acts. 

 A plague ensued among the people who had followed the idolaters. 

 Pinchas, the grandson of Aharon (Aaron) took action in stopping this behaviour and 
once the idolatry and immoral behaviour stopped, so too did the plague.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Children’s Service: Tot’s – Year 3    
 

The famous and miraculous episode of Bilam’s donkey actually 
talking, teaches us a number of lessons, one of which is the ‘art of 

listening’. Most, if not all other people’s reaction to a donkey 
talking to them would be utter shock! But not Bilam; he was so 
audacious and determined to curse the Jewish people that he 

only ‘heard’ the donkey, but did not ‘listen’ to what it was telling 
him and only once he saw the fiery angel for himself did he realise 

why the donkey had left the road. 
 

Listening games are very effective in encouraging children to improve their listening skills. 
  

This game is simply called ‘GO’ and teaches children the importance of listening carefully. 

 

Instructions 

What you need: a list of instructions which you will find below.   

The children sit in a circle so that you can see everyone. Explain: “Listen carefully. I am going to tell 
you to do something. For example, jump! Turn around! Don’t do it, until I say GO!”   

Ask the children to stand up. Say the instruction and leave a short pause before you say GO! To 
make this harder, leave a longer gap before you say GO!   

 Example Instructions   

1. Stand up. Go! 2. Pat your head. Go! 3. Close your eyes. Go! 4. Stick your tongue out. Go! 5. Rub 
your tummy. Go! 6. Hop on the spot. Go! 7. Clap twice. Go! 8. Turn around. Go! 9. Shake hands 
with the person next to you. Go! 10. Pull a silly face. Go!     11. Close your eyes and hop. Go!     12. 
Pat your head and touch the floor. Go! 

Having tried this activity, you will find that the children will love carrying out the instructions and 
will listen really carefully. 

When Bilam said the words, ‘How good are your tents Jacob, your dwelling places Israel’ he high-
lighted the strong family unit as the foundation of Judaism. Bilam was emphasising the fact that 
the Jewish home is the centre point for educating children about their Jewish values and sharing 

the love for their religion and way of life. Here is another ‘Little Red Rabbi’ story to emphasise this 
point. 
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The Little Red Rabbi 
 

One day, as the Little Red Rabbi was 
walking home from the train station, he 
had an idea. He was going to give all the 

people in his Shul (Synagogue) in 
‘Massawagini’ Challot for Shabbat. He 
wanted all the families in Massawagini 
to really enjoy the beautiful smell and 
taste of the Challot, say Kiddush, sing 

songs and have lovely Shabbat food. 
 

The Little Red Rabbi called his friend Michael and asked him if he would help buy the flour to 
make the Challot, but Michael said he was so sorry, as he was about to go out to work and really 
couldn’t help. ‘Don’t worry’, said the Little Red Rabbi, ‘I’ll get the flour myself.’ So the Little Red 
Rabbi called his friend Michaela and asked her if she would buy some yeast to help the Challot 

rise. ‘I’m ever so sorry Little Red Rabbi, but I have to take my daughter to the optician for an eye 
test’. ‘No problem’ said the Little Red Rabbi, I’ll do it myself. 

Next, the Little Red Rabbi Called his friend Morris and asked him if he would get lots of eggs with 
which to mix in with the flour, water and yeast. ‘I’m so sorry, but I’ve got to go to a parent evening 
at my son’s school, I’m afraid I can’t help out.’ ‘Not to worry’ said the Little Red Rabbi, ‘I’ll buy the 

eggs myself.’ 
So the Little Red Rabbi bought the flour, the yeast and the eggs and on Thursday night the Little 

Red Rabbi and his family baked the most amazing, beautifully smelling Challot.  
Now, the Little Red Rabbi phoned his friends Michael, Michaela and Morris and asked them if they 

would help take the Challot to all the families in ‘Massawagini’. 

‘Of course we will’ said Michael, Michaela and Morris. ‘Won’t it be really amazing to have all the 
families eating the Challah at the same time, with the Shabbat candles burning, Kiddush being said 

over grape juice, the family singing songs and eating delicious food and then each family saying 
Birkat Hamazon (Grace after Meals) together.’ 

Michael, Michaela and Morris delivered the lovely Challot to all the families and as the Little Red 
Rabbi and all the families of ‘Massawagini’ sat down to eat their Friday night meals, the Little Red 
Rabbi thought to himself, ‘the houses of the Jewish people are indeed good places to be especially 
on Friday night. They are filled with light, happiness and the smell and taste of the most amazing 

Challah.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s Service: Years 3- 6        

 

Activity –  
 

The children should preferably sit in a circle when doing this 
activity. 

 

To start with, explain to the children that they are all part of 
one big family, ‘The Children Service Family’. 

 
Each member of the family has a job to do to make things run smoothly. Give the children some 
examples; doing the ironing, putting the bins out, making the packed lunches, changing a 
lightbulb, getting the weekly shop, making the beds. 

 

Go around the circle and ask the children to say what they would do as part of the ‘Children 
Service Family’ to make the household run smoothly. Give them ideas like laying the table, 
hanging the washing on the line, watering the flowers, helping to prepare the sandwiches for 
school, sweeping the floor, loading the dishwasher etc. Once all the children have said how they 
would contribute to the family tell them that you are going to call out a job and they need to step 
forward. For example, ‘It’s time to put the bins out’ and the child who may have said this, steps 
forward. Then continue; 

 

1. Who is going to lay the table? 

2. Who is going to load the dishwasher? 

3. Who is going to water the flowers? 

4. Who is going to make the sandwiches for school? 

5. Who is going to sweep the floor? 
6. Who is going to feed the gold fish/dog/cat/hamster? 

7. Who is going to lay the table? 

8. Who is going to wash the car? 
9. Who is going to hang the washing on the line? 

 
Tell the children that working together as a family is one of the blessings Bilam gave the Jewish 
people. When we work together as one unit we can achieve much more. 
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Tefillah Treasures 

The Torah Bracha (blessing) we say each morning 

Baruch atah Hashem Elokeinu melech ha’olam asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav 

v’tzivanu la’asok b’divrei torah. 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us 

with commandments, and commanded us to busy ourselves with the words of 

Torah. 

Question to ask the children: Why don’t we bless God for commanding us to LEARN the Torah? Why 

do we bless God for commanding us to BUSY OURSELVES in the words of Torah?  

Once the children have suggested answers explain to them that we can busy ourselves in the words 

of Torah by doing what the Torah asks of us. When we eat healthy food we are busy doing what the 

Torah asks of us. When we do exercise, we are busy doing what the Torah asks of us. When we study 

at school, we are doing what the Torah wants us to do. Every day, we are BUSYING OURSELVES with 

what the Torah asks of us. 
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Song – ‘Ma Tovu Ohalecha Yaacov’ (‘How good are your tents Jacob’) 

 

https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/music_cdo/aid/692797/jewish/22-Ma-Tovu-Song-2.htm 
 

 

ָרֵאל ֹנֶתיָך ִישְׁ כְׁ  ַמה ּטֹובּו ֹאָהֶליָך ַיֲעֹקב ִמשְׁ

ָך ָאבֹוא ֵביֶתָך דְׁ ֹרב ַחסְׁ  ַוֲאִני בְׁ

ָאֶתָך ִירְׁ ָך בְׁ שְׁ ַתֲחֶוה ֶאל ֵהיַכל ָקדְׁ  ֶאשְׁ

בֹוֶדָך ַכן כְׁ קֹום ִמשְׁ עֹון ֵביֶתָך ּומְׁ ִתי מְׁ  ה' ָאַהבְׁ

ָכה  רְׁ ָרָעה ֶאבְׁ ֶאכְׁ ַתֲחֶוה וְׁ ֵני ה' ֹעִשיַוֲאִני ֶאשְׁ ִלפְׁ  

ָך ה' ֵעת ָרצֹון ִפָלִתי לְׁ  ַוֲאִני תְׁ

ֶעָךקָ ֱאל ֶדָך ֲעֵנִני ֶבֱאֶמת ִישְׁ ָרב ַחסְׁ ים בְׁ  

Ma tovu ohalecha Ya'akov, 
Mish'k'no'techa Yisrael. 

Va'ani b'rov chas'd'cha avo veitecha, 
Eshtachaveh el heichal kod-sh'cha b'yiratecha. 

 
Adonai ahavti m'on beitecha, u'm'kom mishkan k'vodecha 

Va'ani eshtachaveh v'echra'a, ev'r'cha lifnei Adonai osi. 
 

Va'ani t'filati l'cha, Adonai eit ratzon. 
Elohim, b'rov chasdecha, aneini be'emet yishecha 

 

 
How good are your tents, O Jacob, 

Your dwelling places, O Israel, 
In your abundant lovingkindness, O God, let me enter Your house, 

reverently to worship in Your Holy Temple. 
God, I love Your house, the place where Your glory dwells. 

So I would worship with humility, I would seek the blessing in the presence of God, my Maker. 
To You, then, G-d, does my prayer go forth. 

May this be a time of joy and favor. 
In Your great love, O God, answer me with Your saving truth 
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SEVEN LITTLE KIDS- Country Yossi 

This is a fun song about taking the family out on a day trip! 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=seven+little+kids+country+yossi+singing&view=de-

tail&mid=7B5882FF84A37E30FBA17B5882FF84A37E30FBA1&FORM=VIRE 

Seven little kids 

Sittin’ in the back seat 

Makin’ me meshuga in the head, 

I said, can’t you kids 

Behave until we get there 

And this is what my biggest kid said, 

CHORUS: 

(You better hurry dad 1-2-3) 

Moshe Chaim lost his kippah 

Asher Zelig spilled his drink 

And Malky says you better find a restroom quick, 

Yitz dropped his ice cream 

And Rifky needs a tissue 

And Shaindy thinks she’s gonna be sick. 

Di-diddlyum dum, Di-diddlyum dum, Di-diddlyum dum, dum. 

Up the Palisades 

Right onto the quickway 

Monticello forty miles ahead 

I said, “if you don’t behave 

We’re not going to the country” 

And this is what my biggest kid said, 

CHORUS: 

(You better hurry dad 1-2-3) 

Moshe Chaim lost his kippah 

Asher Zelig spilled his drink 

And Malky says you better find a restroom quick, 
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Yitz dropped his ice-cream 

And Rifky needs a tissue 

And Shaindy thinks she’s gonna be sick. 

Di-diddlyum dum, Di-diddlyum dum, Di-diddlyum dum, dum. 

Finally arrived 

Pulled up to the bungalow 

I was shaking like a nervous wreck 

Then my wife came out 

And asked, “How was the trip, dear?” 

I told her, “Bayla s’iz geven ah shreck” 

CHORUS 2: 

(She asked what happened, I said 1-2-3) 

Moshe Chaim lost his kippah 

Asher Zelig spilled his drink 

And Malky didn’t make it to the restroom quick 

Yitz dropped his ice-cream 

And Rifky used her shirt sleeves 

And Shaindy’s in the back seat sick. 


