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SHALOM!

In Hebrew the word for both hello and goodbye

is ‘shalom.” That might be because sometimes we
don’t know whether we are coming or going :) BUT
actually this word, which means peace, plays a
unique role in our connections with people. In good
times and more challenging moments, bringing a
spirit of peace to others by getting in touch, sharing
friendship and offering support, transforms the ‘I’ of
an individual into the ‘we’ of a group.

We are living through a period of history which has
brought this theme to life in a whole new way.

Tribe and Bnei Akiva promote the ethos of connections. Connections to
our heritage, connections to our community and connections to each
other.

This booklet explores the topic of ‘connections’ from interesting angles
including the Talmud, Israel, the Royal Family & Shavuot.

Jump in and have a splash around as you discuss these ideas with
family and friends. In doing so, the connections between our Shavuot
celebrations and the original Mount Sinai experience over 3,300 years
ago, will become even more meaningful in our lives.

Chag Sameach!

RABBI ELI LEVIN & TAMARA JACOBSON
TRIBE

RAV JOEL KENIGSBERG & DANIEL ROSS
BNEI AKIVA




ROYAL CONNECTIONS

The Jewish community is blessed to enjoy close connections with the Royal Family.
This has been highlighted on occasions when Chief Rabbis, including Chief Rabbi and
Valerie Mirvis, have been hosted by the Royal Family for an overnight stay at Windsor
Castle. Following the recent passing of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, the story
below is about the visit of Chief Rabbi and Lady Amelie Jakobovits in 1975.

Reproduced with permission from from ‘Amélie’: The Story of Lady Jakobovits,
by Gloria Tessler, published by Valentine Mitchell.

After dinner...a two-and-a-half hour walk through the Castle corridors
followed, with explanations by the Royal Family about the portraits on the
walls. They ended up spending an hour in the private library, where the

Chief Rabbi and librarian had a fascinating discussion. Both the Queen

and Prince Philip asked the Chief Rabbi a variety of questions on the
Prophets and other issues relating to the Old Testament. During this

time, Amélie was invited by the Queen Mother to read a few pages of the then

Princess Elizabeth’s diary written at the time of her father’s Coronation.

When the Queen said goodnight at around 1:30am Amélie asked for permission to express her
innermost feelings. She told the gathering: ‘Considering that only a few years ago my husband and

I and, by extension, most members of the Anglo-Jewish community and its Commonwealth were
treated like animals just because we were born Jewish, for us both to be celebrated tonight as we have
been by the Royal Family, is a blessing which neither of us, nor our friends within the Anglo-Jewish
community and its Commonwealth will ever forget.” The Queen Mothet, with tears rolling down her
cheeks, replied: ‘Amélie, when people come to spend an evening with us they will always thank us for
a lovely evening, but my daughter (the Queen), my family and I, are so grateful to have been able to
hear you say that we have given you and our friends of the Jewish community so much pleasure.’ This
was, no doubt, one of the most moving moments in Amélie’s life.

POINTS TO PONDER
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What do Amélie’s words of gratitude and the Queen Mother’s response
make you feel about the relevance of connections?




71X 83 237 00 13 "oin bits w5
bow avay men by myn nizan s
pEYMI KIT 032 1pERN) (13 by

AW rhyn i 2% oo o mhyna

2map qE1 127 w3 MY ¥10
AP NN TR MK N3 D AN
YT K :n%: i ,n'm i -[’71
nama bw ji i K 213 PP 127
13 v obma wmyap own b wy
now by Top) wn 1'7'1 RU-C-ERAET
YW YT T ARY ADY - b K o
M, oom s axw xim P witpa
Anx o DX % avawn e
M YT - NG O ;aEM - TRy D

ApP by 2t 9y R v ppun

2R3 M A b2 e aann bx
e b brran e maip e e Y
¢ TINN I KA 2T TN D
¥pN O1pRT g TR 93 o l:v-r’m-r
57 o7 wm o Y 'ﬂwm vy
11"7&1 11»'7& ’7w nm’m yw%x 1 mim
s MenbMa Y - MY by m’vn

7131 3 A by —wm

Map o Y vapa nix n 3
e u’:‘m 'w ERED) 5;: w1
¥ 2 WiTRT yawaw ny wan ADY
IYIWTY AT 7T, DI0K DX XY
39 - Y TN TS DX DX T
ANIND . JPITER PP0 M 7T - KD TN
e oy Apw by b pwm e

b ioam

v, 3212 Y viw o ik b
o ’7w A '7w e 15'71 st
YRt Pty o By Sy
e v 2159 nisie e b 3w
b 1273 72 031 v Y ) Yy

v 2w oy o

§ It states further in the mishna: Who, to us, had a greater
burial than Joseph, as it was none other than Moses who
involved himselfin transporting his coffin. The Sages taught in
the Tosefta (4:6-7): Come and see how beloved mitzvot are"
to Moses our teacher. As, at the time of the Exodus, all the
Jewish people were involved in taking the plunder from Egypt,
and he was involved in the performance of mitzvot, as it is
stated: “The wise in heart will take mitzvot” (Proverbs 10:8).

The Gemara asks: And from where did Moses our teacher
know" where Joseph was buried? The Sages said: Serah, the
daughter of Asher, remained from that generation that ini-
tially descended to Egypt with Jacob. Moses went to her and
said to her: Do you know anything about where Joseph is
buried? She said to him: The Egyptians fashioned a metal
casket for him and set it in the Nile [ Nilus]' River" as an
augury so that its water would be blessed. Moses went and
stood on the bank of the Nile. He said to Joseph: Joseph,
Joseph, the time has arrived about which the Holy One,
Blessed be He, took an oath saying that I, i.e, God, will
redeem you. And the time for fulfillment of the oath that
you administered to the Jewish people that they will bury
you in Eretz Yisrael has arrived. If you show yourself, it is good,
but if not, we are clear from your oath. Inmediately, the
casket of Joseph floated to the top of the water.

And do not wonder how iron can float," as it is written in the

verses describing how Elisha was able to cause iron to float:
“But as one was felling a beam, the ax head fell into the water;

and he cried, and said: Alas, my master! For it was borrowed.
And the man of God said: Where did it fall? And he showed

him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in there,
and the iron floated up” (11 Kings 6:5-6). And are these mat-
ters not inferred a fortiori: And just as Elisha, who was a mere

student of Elijah, and Elijah was a mere student of Moses," as

Elijah studied the Torah of Moses, was able to cause the iron to

float before him, all the more so would it float before Moses

our teacher himself.

The Gemara now presents a different version of where Joseph
was buried. Rabbi Natan says: Joseph was buried in the crypt
[kabbarnit]" of kings. Moses went and stood by the crypt of
kings and said: Joseph, the time has arrived about which
the Holy One, Blessed be He, took an oath saying that: I
will redeem you. And the time for fulfillment of the oath that
you administered to the Jewish people that they will bury
you in Eretz Yisrael has arrived. If you show yourself, it is
good, butifnot, we are clear from your oath. At that moment,
the casket of Joseph shook among the caskets. Moses took
it and brought it over to himself.

And all those years that the Jewish people were in the wilder-
ness, these two arks, one a casket of a dead man, Joseph, and
one the Ark of the Divine Presence, i.e., the Ark of the
Covenant, were traveling together, and passersby would
say: What is the nature of these two arks? They said to them:
One is of a dead person and one is of the Divine Presence.
The passersby would ask: And in what way is it the manner of
a dead person to travel with the Divine Presence? They said
in response:

EGYPTIAN CONNECTIONS

On the next couple of pages, you will see a captivating piece of Talmud from the
Tractate of Sotah pages 13a and 13b

Extract from the Noé Edition Koren Talmud Bavli - Vol. 20 - Masekhet Sota
Reproduced with permission from Koren Publishers Jerusalem ©

NOTES
How beloved mitzvot are, etc. — 121 iy nizan mos:
Although many people claim that mitzvot are more
precious to them than gold and silver, Moses was in
a position where he could actually seize whatever he
wanted from the plunder, but he occupied himself with
mitzvot instead (Ben Yehoyada).

And from where did Moses our teacher know —
W2 TP i Although, as the Gemara notes, the
caskets of the other sons of Jacob were taken along by
the tribes, the locations of those caskets were known
to the Jews, as the other brothers were buried by their
children. The burial of Joseph was performed by the
Egyptians. Therefore, the Jewish people did not know
the location of his resting place. Furthermore, there is
no indication in the verse that prophecy was employed
to locate the casket of Joseph (Maharsha).

And set it in the Nile River, etc. — vmn D1'7*J: myap
131: The midrash provides another reason for the Egyp-
tians’ burying Joseph's casket in the river: They knew
that the brothers had taken an oath to transport it to
Eretz Yisrael when they would depart from Egypt. By
preventing them from finding the casket, the Egyptians
thought that they could prevent the Jewish people
from leaving (Tosefot HaRash).

How iron can float - 9% '7_!__1; a0 The Gemara ques-
tions the ability of iron to float under these circum-
stances. Although far greater miracles were performed
by Moses, miracles are generally done at the command
of God, while a miracle that occurs only at the wish of a
person is unusual and requires explanation. Therefore,
the Gemara provides proof from a similar act of Elisha,
who performed a miracle to enable the seemingly
trivial return of a borrowed ax.

Elijah was a student of Moses — mgin b #9mbm vox:
Rashi explains that this does not mean that Elijah was
actually a student of Moses, but rather that he was
taught the Torah of Moses and transmitted it to others.
In the introduction to his Mishne Torah, the Rambam
notes that Elijah was a student of Ahijah the Shilonite,
who was in turn a student of Moses. Alternatively,
according to the opinion that Pinehas is also Elijah,
then Elijah was actually a student of Moses, as Pinehas
studied under him (lyyun Ya'akov).




How did carrying
Joseph’s remains
out of Egypt
connect the Jewish
people to their past
and future?

The first line of this page
connects Joseph to the
Torah. What similar
connections can we make
between our tradition and
the way we live our lives in
a modern world?
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Extract from the Noé Edition Koren Talmud Bavli - Vol. 20 - Masekhet Sota
Reproduced with permission from Koren Publishers Jerusalem ©

This one, ie., the deceased Joseph, fulfilled all that is written in
this. Therefore, it is fitting that the two arks should lie side by side.

The Gemara asks: And if Moses had not dealt with the burial of
Joseph, would the Jewish people not have dealt with it? Butisn’t

it written that after Moses died: “And the bones of Joseph, which

the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, they buried in

Shechem” (Joshua 24:32), which indicates that the Jewish people

completed the burial of Joseph? And furthermore, if the Jewish

people had not dealt with Joseph’s burial, would his children

not have dealt with it? But isn’t it written in that same verse:

“And they became the inheritance of the children of Joseph,”
as Joseph was buried in Shechem, which was then given to his

descendants? Therefore, the question arises: Why did Joseph’s

descendants initially leave the task of his burial to the Jewish people

and Moses?

The Gemara answers: They said: Leave Joseph for others. It is
more of an honor for Joseph to be buried by the many than by the
few, and therefore it is better that the Jewish people be involved in
the burial. And furthermore, they said: Leave Joseph for others.
It is more of an honor for Joseph to be buried by one of the great
men like Moses than by lesser ones like us.




JERUSALEM CONNECTIONS

Shavuot in Jerusalem 1967

During the Temple era, Shavuot was one of the three occasions in the Jewish
calendar when the entire Jewish people would make a pilgrimage to the Temple in
Jerusalem. This practice was continued even after the destruction of the Temple by
the Romans in the year 70 CE, with Jews visiting the Kotel, the Western Wall, instead
and thereby keeping their connection to their past alive. Yet when Shavuot arrived in
1948, just one month after the declaration of the State of Israel, the Jews who were
living there were unable to make their trip to the Kotel. The Jordanian army who
occupied the eastern half of Jerusalem,
which contained the Old City and the
Kotel, had blocked off all routes to Jews
wishing to go to their holiest place.

On the morning of Shavuot, 15 June 1967,
the Old City was once again opened to
Jews, only five days after it was reunited
in the Six-Day-War. For the first time in
almost 2000 years Jews could once again
freely walk through the Old City and visit
the Kotel, just as their ancestors did years
ago.

Thousands of Jews took the special
opportunity to once again travel to the Old
City for one of the ‘Shalosh Regalim,” the pilgrimage festivals, coming together and
connecting with one another through their shared experience and yearning.

“Huge waves of people, more than 200,000, ascended to the last remnant of the Western Wall
yesterday on the holiday of Shavuot,” wrote Yosef Harif in the June 15, 1967 issue of Maariv, an
Israeli newspaper. “The pilgrimage began already at twilight, when it was still difficult to tell
between the colours of blue and white [referring to one being able to differentiate between the
colour of the tzitzit’s threads, signifying the beginning of the time to recite the Shema]. The first
who came were the ones who said the [kabbalistic] Tikkun Leil Shavuot passages all night, both
old and young, and when the sunrise began, the flow of worshipers increased.”

The Jerusalem Post reported, “Every section of the population was represented.
Kibbutz members and soldiers rubbing shoulders with [the ultra-orthodox, anti-
Zionist] Neturei Karta. Mothers came with children in prams, and old men trudged
steeply up Mount Zion, supported by youngsters on either side, to see the wall

of the Temple before the end of their days. Some wept, but most faces were
wreathed in smiles. For thirteen continuous hours, a colourful variety of all peoples
trudged along in perfect order, stopping patiently when told to do so at each of six
successive barriers set up by the police to regulate the flow.”

vV
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An eyewitness described the scene:

“I’ve never known so electric an atmosphere before or since. Wherever we stopped, we began to
dance. Holding aloft Torah scrolls we swayed and danced and sang at the tops of our voices. So
many of the Psalms and songs are about Jerusalem and Zion, and the words reached into us a new

life. As the sky lightened, we reached the Zion gate. Still singing and dancing, we poured into the
narrow alleyways beyond.”

This year, 5781, 2021, will once again see thousands of Jews make the trip to the
Old City of Jerusalem and the Western Wall after a year of restricted access and
lockdowns. Thousands of Jews will connect with each other, Jerusalem, our past,
and our much yearned for future, singing and dancing, celebrating Shavuot and

the giving of the Torah, and the modern miracle of the ‘return of Jerusalem’ to the
Jewish people.
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SHAVUOT CONNECTIONS

Did you know that Shavuot is the only festival that doesn’t
have a date specified in the Torah?

Unlike Pesach, Sukkot, Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur -
nowhere in the Torah is a date given for Shavuot. The Torah
simply tells us to count seven weeks from Pesach and then
to celebrate this Chag (festival). In the days before we had a
fixed calendar and the months were calculated based on the
sighting of the moon, this could have fallen out on the 5th, 6th
or 7th of Sivan. The date of Shavuot may actually have changed
each year!

Perhaps this ambiguity goes back to the very first Shavuot - when we received the
Torah. In the Talmud (Masechet Shabbat 86b) the Sages argue with Rabbi Yossi about
the date on which this took place. The first opinion is that we received the Torah on
the 6th of Sivan (which also happens to be the date we celebrate the first day of
Shavuot according to today’s calendar), but Rabbi Yossi holds that we received it on
the 7th. Is there something deeper behind their dispute than simply which

date to mark off?

Rav Kook (Ein Ayah Shabbat 9:17) explains that
the giving of the Torah parallels the creation of the
world. Man was created on the sixth day and the
world in its entirety was completed on the seventh.
The argument as to which of these days the Torah
was given on may reflect the dual goals of Torah in
this world.
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Day 6 - representing the completion of man - represents the impact that Torah can
have on the human heart. Day 7 represents the impact of Torah on the nature of the
universe itself. Shavuot gives us the opportunity to reflect on both of these elements,
asking how we can use the light of Torah to impact the world around us at large too.

The giving of the Torah (on the 6th or 7th day) was both the ultimate aim of, and the
continuation of the original act of creation. When describing God’s creation of the
universe the Torah concludes with the word mwyb - to do or to make. Creation did
not end in those 7 days, rather we are called upon in all generations to continue, to
connect to God and become partners in creation.

Rav Soloveitchik explains that this is the reason why the Torah mentioned the
creation story at all:

“If the Torah spoke at length about the creation of the world and related to us the story of the
making of heaven and earth and all their hosts, it did so not in order to reveal cosmogonic secrets
and metaphysical mysteries but rather in order to teach practical halakhah. The Scriptural portion
of the creation narrative is a legal portion, in which are to be found basic, everlasting halakhic
principles, just like the portion of Kedoshim (Lev. 19) or Mishpatim (Exod. 21). If the Torah then
chose to relate to man the tale of creation, we may clearly derive one law from this... that man is

obliged to engage in creation and the renewal of the cosmos.”

POINTS TO PONDER
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SIGN OFF

Over the past year we’ve had social distancing and been physically separated, yet this
has only served to highlight the importance of social relationships. It has forced us

to re-examine the way we can connect to each other - as individuals, as families, as
communities and as a whole Jewish people.

In this booklet we’ve tried to examine some of those connections: the relationship
between the Anglo-Jewish community and the Royal family, the links between Joseph
and Moses in Egypt, the bond between the Jewish people and Jerusalem, and the
partnership between humankind and God.

All of these connections are manifestations of the relationship and link between us and
other people, between us and God and between us and our world. They all link us to
our past, present and future.

Shavuot is all about connections, transitioning from | to something far greater: we.

It is only when we connect and by definition transcend the individualistic | that we
can truly be great.

At the foot of Mount Sinai, the Jewish nation was “like one people with one heart,”
standing united as a people. We celebrate Matan Torah, the giving of the

Torah and the enhancement of our connection to God through the instruction of

His mitzvot - commandments. By celebrating this festival, we connect to our past by
following in our ancestors’ footsteps, and our future by praying that next year’s
Shavuot celebrations take place in the Temple.

This Shavuot, let’s seize the present and take a minute to think and reflect on our
various connections, exploring how we can strengthen and enhance them over the

year to come.

Chag Sameach!




In Tribute to
Yoni Jesner 27|
who lived the
ideals of Bnej
Akiva and Tripe
by contributing
SO much to
Community Jjfe.

On the importance of connections between people Yoni said

“ Always laugh when someone makes a joke.

Alw,ays push yourself to go out with friends, even if you
can’t be bothered - youw’ll be happy in the end.

Never blow your nose in front of people.
Always listen when people tell you
about themselves.

If you would like to volunteer for Tribe, Bnei Akiva
or the Yoni Jesner Foundation, please get in touch:

info@tribeuk.com info@bauk.org info@yonijesner.org
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